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We are approaching the one hundred year anniversary of
the First World War. Philology was never more prestigious
than it was a century ago but what, if anything, did it do
to counteract the threads of nationalism that led to the
disasters of the twentieth century? Far as Europe has
come a hundred years later, the vast majority of those who
engage with historical languages such as Greek and Latin are
secondary school students - at least 3 million of them across
Europe - who experience these languages in their national
languages and in isolation from their counterparts across
linguistic, if not national, boundaries. We are, however, now
poised to develop a new philology, one optimized for a global
society, with editions designed to serve many linguistic and
cultural communities. Digital technologies provide enabling
mechanisms for this new philology but a global philology
requires as well a new conception of the relationship
between professionalized scholarship and human society,
both within Europe and beyond. We have many technological
opportunities but the major task before us to assess what
sort of scholarly community we wish to support. We have
a chance to develop a global republic of letters, one that
fosters a true dialogue across civilizations but we must
make decisions in the present if we are to pursue changes
in the future. This talk goes over possibilities and challenges
involved.
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